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6. Phospholipids
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a phospholipid polar head

Phospholipids: like fats except that one ester group is replaced by a phosphatidylamine.
40% of cell membrane, the remaining 60% being proteins
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7. Prostaglandins, Leukotrienes, and Lipoxins
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8. Waxes
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cetyl palmitate components of beeswax
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a wax in sperm whale oil)
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Waxes are more brittle, harder, and less greasy than fats.

They are used to make polishes, cosmetics, ointments, and other pharmaceutical preparations, as well
as candles and phonograph records.

In nature, waxes coat the leaves and stems of plant, thus reducing evaporation.

Similarly, insects with a high surface-area-to-volume ratio often have a coating of a natural protective
wax.



9. Terpenes and Steroids
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norethindrone (Norlutin) RU 486 (mifepristone)
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RUA486 interferes with gestation of a fertilized ovum and, if taken in conjuction with prostaglandins,
terminates a pregnancy within the first nine weeks of gestation more effectively and safely than surgical

methods. It was discovered in France and its use in the United States has only recently been approved.
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15.9 Terpenes and Steroids
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